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merely harassed with regulations and restrictions.
Therefore, although nature conservation and
environmental  preservation are essentially
creative processes, they will not be embraced by
contemporary society, which is based on
individualism (i.e., personal senses of values)
unless they produce new interesting and credible
cultures, societies, technologies, values, and
lifestyles. The Asaza Project has been proposed as

one type of creative approach with this as its aim.

’ %WMW&BM ' More significantly, a revival scenario set 100
years from now will be needed to avoid a
catastrophic scenario in 100 years. We do not
need a goal of “escaping destruction” but a goal
of “reviving” to motivate people to act on their
own initiative.

For this purpose, the process of environmental

revival and construction of a sustainable society
should be presented using specific pictures (e.g., the comeback of wildlife). Of course, this is not
just a dream or wish: it must be supported scientifically and politically.

The Asaza Project is a long-term 100-year plan with the set goal of the return of specific species
of wildlife every decade (front page). Each wildlife species represents a particular environmental
element to be revived in the lake and basin with the measures needed for that purpose. The goals are
as follows: great reed warblers in 10 years, cuckoos and whooper swans in 20 years, bean geese in
30 years, white storks in 40 years, cranes in 50 years, and Japanese crested ibises in 100 years. It is
a plan to reverse the extinction of ibises that has taken place in Japan's last 100 years of
modernization. We want to represent, in the form of an image of countryside graced by flying ibises,
what people tried to protect and to regain through their struggles against the Ashio Mine Pollution

tragedy a century ago and subsequent pollution problems such as Minamata disease.

Non-Profit Organization : ~ Azasa Fund

Address :  6-387, Sakae, Ushiku, Ibaragi, 300-1233 Japan

TEL: 029-871-7166 FAX: 029-871-7169

asaza@jcom.home.ne.jp <mailto:asaza@jcom.home.ne.jp> <http://www.kasumigaura.net/asaza/>

Person in Charge :  Shigeko Suwa



